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Washington Hearing Society 

Ralph Lenhard Scholarship Program Invitation 

Applications Must Be Received Not Later than September 30, 2019 

 

Honoring Ralph Lenhard --   In honor of Ralph Lenhard, the 

Washington Hearing Society (WHS) has established the Ralph G. 
Lenhard Scholarship Program for 1) students who are currently 
enrolled and 2) for new enrollees in WHS’s Hearing Aid Specialist 
Training (HAST) 9-month certification program. Program 
completion qualifies students for WA State’s Hearing Aid Specialist 
Licensing exam.  
 
Mr. Lenhard was an icon in our industry and tirelessly served in 
the Washington Hearing Society. He was an IHS member for more 
than 45 years. His commitment to excellence, to his fellow Hearing 
Aid Specialists and to our hearing-impaired friends, families and 
neighbors serves as an inspiration to us all.  
 
The purpose of the HAST Program is to provide highly qualified 
Hearing Instrument Specialists to work in Washington State where 
there continues to be a shortage of qualified specialists.  

 
 

 
Applying for a Scholarship – Students currently enrolled in the HAST Program and new enrollees are 

encouraged to apply.  
 

For Additional Information – Further information describing the scholarship, application process and contact 

information may be found on our website at http://washingtonhearing.org/training/. 

http://washingtonhearing.org/training/
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Washington Hearing Society (WHS) 
2019 Ralph G. Lenhard Scholarship Program 

 
Thank you for your interest in the Washington Hearing Society’s Ralph G. Lenhard Scholarship 
Program.  We look forward to receiving applications from individuals who are looking to begin the 
Washington Hearing Society’s Hearing Aid Specialist Training Program (HAST) and from students 
who are currently enrolled. 
 
Schedule of Dates: 
 

September 30 APPLICATION DEADLINE:  Applications must be RECEIVED by 5:00 pm on 
this date. 

 
October 22   Finalists will be selected and notified. 

 
 To Be Determined INTERVIEWS  

Finalist interviews will be scheduled between 12-5pm and are mandatory 
on the date to be determined.   

 
 November 5  Deadline to accept or decline award. 
 

November 15  Notifications to all applicants.  If the recipient is currently   
    a student, the student’s supervisor will also be notified. 
 

December 1 Distribution of funds will be made directly to the HAST program as 
approvals occur.  

 
Jan 1, 2020 Expiration date for unclaimed Scholarships (unclaimed scholarships are 

forfeited).  Scholarship recipients must enroll and start program by this 
date. 

 
Completed applications can be mailed to:      

 
Washington Hearing Society 

12504 NW 45th Court 
Vancouver, WA  98685 

 
Questions can be addressed to the WHS Executive Assistant, Paula Cain at 
paulacain86@hotmail.com. 

 
    

 
 

mailto:paulacain86@hotmail.com
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Hearing Aid Specialist Training Program 
Ralph G. Lenhard Scholarship Program Description 

 
The Washington Hearing Society, Inc., (WHS) is a non-profit organization of licensed hearing professionals 
in Washington State and a chapter of the International Hearing Society.   

 
Licensed Hearing Aid Specialists play a vital role in the care of the hearing-impaired citizens of Washington 
State.  The need for Licensed Hearing Aid Specialists is expected to continue to grow in the coming years.  To 
meet this demand for Hearing Aid Specialists, the Washington Hearing Society created the Hearing Aid 
Specialist Training Program.  Complete information about the HAST Program can be found at 
http://washingtonhearing.org/.   
 
Our mission is to promote the profession of hearing aid dispensing, to protect hearing aid professionals from 
unfair and/or restrictive legislation, to provide education to its members, to promote continued professional 
development and to provide for pre-licensure education to those who are interested in a career as Hearing Aid 
Specialists.   The Washington Hearing Society advocates for improved hearing care for the citizens of 
Washington and requires its members to provide hearing care services at the highest level of professional 
standards in compliance with a strict code of ethics.    
  
Hearing Aid Specialist Training (HAST) Program:   
 
The Hearing Aid Specialist Training Program mission is to provide a comprehensive training program that will 
prepare graduates for licensure as Hearing Aid Specialists in Washington State.  The Hearing Aid Specialist 
Training (HAST) program is administered in compliance with RCW 18.35 and WAC 246-828.  
  
Our mission is accomplished through educational coursework and practical, work-based learning experiences. 
Upon completion of the HAST program, the graduate will be qualified to take the written and practical exams 
required in Washington State for Hearing Aid Specialists.   
  
Ralph G. Lenard Scholarship Program.   
 
The scholarship program was established in 2017 in honor of Ralph G. Lenhard who was a powerful advocate 
for the hearing impaired and for our profession. 
 
Scholarship opportunities are made possible by:  Donations made to the scholarship program and 
contributions made from time to time by WHS members, individuals, and businesses. 
 
Anticipated Scholarships 
 
The number of scholarships, dollar amounts, and distribution are approximate and subject to change based on 
fund availability at the time of award, the number of applicants, and industry needs.  When a scholarship is 
awarded to a current HAST participant, the scholarship amount will be refunded to the payor. 
 
 
 

http://washingtonhearing.org/
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Requirements: 
Applicants must submit: 

1.  Application Checklist Coversheet (must accompany your application with items included 
checked off) 

2. The Scholarship Application Form 
3. An essay of approximately 400 words describing “Why I want to be a Hearing Instrument 

Specialist” as related to mission of the Hearing Aid Specialist Training Program. (Please see the 
section on preparing an application for further information on writing the essay). 

4. A summary of your sales abilities, leadership abilities and life accomplishments. 
5. A letter or letters of recommendation from employers, school officials and others. 
6. Candidates must hold a minimum of a two-year degree in a field of study approved by the 

Board of Hearing & Speech from an accredited institution.  The degree must be completed 
prior to applying for the scholarship program.  Acceptable prerequisite degrees for entry into the 
WHS HAST program are baccalaureate or associate degrees from accredited institutions in any 
field of study which include five credits each of 100 level or greater English composition, basic 
math, and humanities (WAC 246-828-600).  Students who meet these requirements must submit 
proof of their degree(s) and official transcript(s). All degrees will be verified by the National Student 
Clearinghouse Degree Verify Service. (If the applicant is currently enrolled in the HAST program, 
then transcripts do not need to be submitted.) 

7. Request Official Transcripts from your previous college or university to be sent directly to: WHS-
HAST 12504 NW 45th Court, Vancouver, WA  98685.  These transcripts must be received by the 
application deadline.  (If the applicant is currently enrolled in the HAST program, then transcripts do 
not need to be submitted.) 

8. Student Registration Agreement and Declaration of Responsibility.  (If the applicant is currently 
enrolled in the HAST program, then transcripts do not need to be submitted.) 

9. Student must be supervised by a WA State Hearing Aid Specialist in good standing who have been 
licensed in Washington State for three of the last four years. 

10. HAST Program Application.  (If the applicant is currently enrolled in the HAST program, then 
transcripts do not need to be submitted.) 
 

 
PREPARING AN APPLICATION FOR A HAST SCHOLARSHIP 

 
In the application, you are asked to describe your SALES EXPERIENCE, LEADERSHIP ABILITY, and LIFE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS.  Based on our experiences with applicants in previous years, we have very wide and  
flexible ideas about what these words mean.  In each category, please address how you obtained your skills &  
labilities, and when and where they were obtained.   
  
 
SALES EXPERIENCE means experience that you have had in sales.  This may include a retail sales experience; 
preparing and making proposals to others to pursue a program or an activity, telemarketing, appointment  
setting, etc. 
 
LEADERSHIP doesn’t necessarily mean being a supervisor, manager, or president of the student body.  We  
believe that people lead their peers by being committed.  Being solid team members in work, sports, school, social,  
and religious organizations are all indicators of leadership.  Students have also shown leadership by developing  
their talents in music, art, writing, and performance.  If you have stuck with something over the years, we think  
you’re a leader. 
 
LIFE ACCOMPLISHMENTS means describing what you have accomplished in your life.  This can include  
academic accomplishments, sports, service to others and contributions to family.   
 
WRITING THE ESSAY ON “WHY I WANT TO BE A HEARING INSTRUMENT SPECIALIST”  



5 
 

In the essay, we would like to read about why you want to be a Hearing Instrument Specialist.  We want to give 
scholarships to people who are passionate about helping patients improve their hearing, who are able to sell  
products and services, and who are willing and able to help patients and their families make the decision to hear  
better.  We want people who are able to guide people through this lifelong process of better hearing. 
 
 
DEADLINE 
Applications must be RECEIVED at the following address no later than September 30th and sent to the 
attention of: 
 
Via Mail:          
Washington Hearing Society 
12504 NW 45th Court 
Vancouver, WA  98685   
 
Award Determination: 

Scholarships will be awarded based on submitted material and personal interviews as judged by the 
Washington Hearing Society Scholarship Committee.  Finalists are selected based on their academic 
achievement, life accomplishments and other submitted materials. 
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                                       Washington Hearing Society 
                                                2019 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION COVERSHEET 

 
 
 
 

Applicant’s Name:             
 
Applicant’s Home Address:           
 
City       State   Zip     
 
Applicant’s Telephone Number:          
 
Applicant’s e-mail:            
 
Other Contact:         
 
 
How did you find out about the WHS-HAST scholarship? ________________________ 
 
 
I agree to abide by the requirements of the Washington Hearing Society Scholarship program.  If I am 
selected as a recipient but become ineligible for any reason, I will immediately notify WHS Scholarship 
Committee.   
 
Applicant’s signature:            
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Washington Hearing Society 
2018 Scholarship Application Checklist  

 
Washington Hearing Society, Inc. 

12504 NW 45th Court 
Vancouver, WA 98685 

 
You must include this checklist coversheet with your application. 

 
Applicant’s Name:             
 
Current School:             

 
The applicant is to verify that all required items have been included within this application by checking 
off the related boxes below: 
 

❑ 1.  Application Checklist Coversheet (this sheet must accompany your       application with 
items included checked off). 

❑ 2.  The signed Scholarship Application Sheet. 

❑ 3.  An essay of approximately 400 words describing your educational goals as related to the 
Washington Hearing Society’s mission. 

❑ 4.  A record of sales and leadership activities.  

❑ 5.  A record of life accomplishments. 

❑ 6.  A letter or letters of recommendation from employers, school officials and others. 

❑ 7.  Academic record of achievement including school transcripts, with Social Security Number 
information blacked out! Currently enrolled HAST students are exempt from this requirement 
since this information was previously provided. 

❑ 8.  HAST Program Application (for new enrollees only) 

❑ 9.  Student Registration Agreement and Declaration of Responsibility (for new enrollees 
only) 

❑ 10. WHS Membership Application (Current WHS members need not complete this form.) 
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RULES AND IMPORTANT DATES 
 

 
Applicants will be disqualified if all information is not included.   
 
Applications must be received by August 31, 2018. 
 
Finalists will be chosen and notified on September 21, 2018. 
 
Finalist interviews will be held on a date to be determined and are mandatory.  Everyone 
interviewed will be notified of the outcome within 24 hours. 
 
Scholarship funds will only be used for WHS HAST program fees. 
 
If a recipient fails to complete the program within 18 months, the tuition must be refunded to WHS. 

 
 
Thank you for the effort you are making in filling out this application.  If you have questions about whether you  
qualify for a WHS – HAST scholarship, please contact Executive Assistant, Paula Cain at  
paulacain86@hotmail.com. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Washington Hearing Society Scholarship Committee 

 


